MERGE Short Project Call

INTRODUCTION

Short projects are a way to stimulate ideas and work from MERGE members within the MERGE research framework and as such cross-research between the different research areas (RA) are encouraged. The focus is often derived from discussions and ideas that are raised during the annual meetings of MERGE blended with input from our external monitoring. The priority topics for the MERGE Short Project Call 2026 are outlined in Appendix 1. 
MERGE invites proposals for short projects (SPs) with a duration of up to 12 months and a maximum funding of 400,000 SEK. MERGE will fund up to three SPs during this cycle.

Timeline:
· Call opens: 10 April 2026
· Application deadline: 5 June 2026
· Evaluation and decision: September 2026
Who can apply?
The principal investigator (main applicant) must be a MERGE member and hold a PhD degree. All participating members must be MERGE members, you may apply for membership here MERGE membership | MERGE.
What can be applied for?
· Short, self-contained projects 
· Pilot projects
· Workshops
· Mobility
Salary costs (including overhead) can only be covered for personnel employed at Lund University or the University of Gothenburg. Travel, hotel stays etc. can be covered for all MERGE members.
Examples of expected outcomes
· Review paper  
· Research paper  
· Scientific report from a pilot project that can lead to a larger grant application
Evaluation criteria
The applications will be evaluated based on four criteria: 
· Relevance to MERGE’s priorities and identified knowledge gaps, as outline in Appendix 1
· Cross-research linking at least two research areas (RA)
· Scientific excellence and feasibility
· Potential for broader outcomes, including fostering new collaborations, engaging stakeholders, supporting career development, and enabling future initiatives, e.g. EU Horizon proposals.



APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Material to be handed in - for more details see below
· Combine the below documents into one single PDF file
· The main application. This document must not exceed three A4 pages (excluding references), Font: Times New roman or similar, 11 pt, 2 cm margins
· List of references / bibliography
· Signed budget (fullkostnadskalkyl), summary page
· CVs of the main applicant and the co-applicants, max two A4 pages per CV
· Administrative information and signatures
· Name your document using the short project title
· Email the application to lina.nikoleris@cec.lu.se


MAIN APPLICATION TEMPLATE
The main application (three A4 pages) should contain the following sections and information:
1. Title
Provide the full title of the project. Also include a short project title while naming this document.
2. Project members 
List all project members and include a brief description of their roles. Please consider gender aspects.
3. Purpose and aim
Describe the project with its main aim. List the objectives you expect to achieve in a bullet point format. For inspiration, please see Appendix 1 for a list of topics of importance to MERGE.
4. Activities and scientific description
Provide a scientific description of the project, including a short background, data and methods, planned activities, and time frame.
Specify the proposed period of funding (maximum 12 months) using the format: mm/yy – mm/yy.
5. Outcomes 
List the intended outcomes in a bullet point format. 
If the outcomes are papers and presentations at conferences, please make sure to acknowledge MERGE, and include the MERGE logo in presentations. A MERGE PowerPoint template is available and may be used for this purpose: 
https://www.merge.lu.se/sites/merge.lu.se/files/2023-11/MERGE%20ppt%20template.pptx
6. Relevance to MERGE Research Areas
Describe the relevance of the SP to MERGE research areas (RAs). 
New SPs should first be discussed with one or more of the MERGE RA leaders (see Appendix 2). Please refer to the relevant documents available at: https://www.merge.lu.se/research

7. Cross-RA linkages and other aspects
Describe the linking components between involved research areas of MERGE and, if applicable, the involvement of stakeholders in the project. Proposals that promote interdisciplinary collaboration and include contributions from different MERGE partners - Lund University, University of Gothenburg, Rossby Centre/SMHI, KTH and Chalmers - are highly encouraged. Initiatives led by early-career researchers are particularly welcomed. Please consider how gender aspects are integrated into the project to promote diversity and inclusivity.
8. Resources needed
Provide a justification for the direct costs.
The maximum budget for MERGE SPs is 400,000 SEK, including premises and indirect costs. Eligible costs include: 
· Salaries at Lund University and University of Gothenburg.
· General running costs (meetings, travel to meetings, printing, catering etc.) up to 100,000 SEK.
· Costs for premises and indirect costs
· The total amount invested in this call is MERGE-Lund University: 1 000 000 SEK and MERGE-University of Gothenburg 200 000 SEK.

REFERENCES
List all references including the DOI. This list does not count towards the page limit of the main application.

BUDGET
Attach a detailed budget (Swedish: fullkostnadskalkyl) that includes salaries (with social security costs), premises, indirect costs, and other direct costs. See above for eligible costs. The budget must be signed by your Head of Department or division head.

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION
Include a page with the following information:
· Host department that will administer the funding
· Date
· Signature of main applicant
· Signature of the Head of Department or division head
· Electronic signatures are accepted





Appendix 1

MERGE adapted a new strategy in the beginning of 2026 running until 2030. This call aims to promote research within this framework. It encourages projects that are innovative, risk-taking and/or interdisciplinary, and projects that respond to a newly arising scientific and policy challenge. Specifically, this involves projects addressing the following fundamental research questions:
· How sensitive is the global climate system to greenhouse gas emissions, aerosols and land-use change? 
· How can the uncertainties relating to climate sensitivity be further reduced? 
· How do Earth System feedbacks modify the global, regional and local climate responses to natural and anthropogenic climate forcing?
· How can uncertainties in descriptions of atmospheric short-lived climate forcers and pollutants be improved for science-based assessments of their combined effect on health and climate?
· How effective are land- and nature-based mitigation strategies when considering both biophysical and biogeochemical feedback mechanisms? 
MERGE has identified AI/ML as a vital tool to support going forward, in line with broader trends in climate science and modelling generally. We will support ML algorithm development across our modelling tools, and the use of ML for data analysis and model calibration.
MERGE further supports projects that strengthen links between research, teaching, and ClimBEco, or provide science-based input to SDGs, climate policy, and/or mitigation strategies.


Appendix 2

Research area leaders
RA1: Development, modelling and evaluation of climate-vegetation processes
– Benjamin Smith (benjamin.smith@nateko.lu.se), Klaus Wyser (klaus.wyser@smhi.se)

RA2: Past variations in climate and vegetation
– Jesper Sjolte (jesper.sjolte@geol.lu.se), Hans Linderholm (hansl@gvc.gu.se)

RA3: Vegetation, emissions and particles
– Mattias Hallquist (hallq@chem.gu.se), Moa Sporre (moa.sporre@nuclear.lu.se)

RA4: Advanced statistics for model evaluation, simulation set-up and analysis
– Johan Lindström (johan.lindstrom@matstat.lu.se)
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